Dover Stone Church Acquisition

The Dover Stone Church islisted on the New York
State Open Space Plan as an important site to preserve.

When the privately owned 58.5-acre property
was offered for sale by Kevin Cunningham in
2002, the Town of Dover moved to purchase this
magnificent, and higtorical natural area so closdly
entwined in the town’s history.

The Town of Dover Government, working coopera-
tively with Dutchess Land Conservancy and the
Friends of the Dover Stone Church, alocal citizens
group, applied for and received grant funding to ac-
quire the Dover Stone Church property.

The town received $441,250 from Dutchess Co.
OpenSpace/Farmland Protection Fund; $350,000
from New York State Environmental Protection
Funds approximately $250,000 from the
Dutchess Land Conservancy; and $41,000 raised
locally by Friends of the Dover Stone Church, to
acquire the site and rebuild hiking trails.

In an April 16, 2004 news release, Dutchess
County Executive William Steinhaus credited
Supervisor Jill Way and the Town Board for their
vision for their community and in providing an
economic boost to the region by creating another
tourism destination for the beautiful Harlem Val-

ley.

Monies raised by the Friends of the Dover Stone
Church was through generous donations from
local and surrounding area town residents and
businesses, as well as through numerous fundrais-
ing events.

This historical site is now owned by the Town of
Dover and open to the public. Enjoy your visit.

Take Only Memories...
Leave Only Footprints...

Park Rules / Safety tips
Siteis open dawn to dusk, weather permitting

Hike at your own risk. Rough terrain, water hazards,
trail and rocks may be uneven and dippery. Wear
sturdy footgear.

Accessible to hikers only. No motorized vehicles or
bicycles allowed.

Watch for ticks and venomous snakes.

Stay on the designated paths and marked nature trails
to respect the privacy of adjacent private property
OWNers.

No rock climbing allowed.

No swimming allowed.

Do not pick flowers, disturb plant life or wildlife.

No alcoholic beverages, firearms, camping, or fires
allowed in the park.

No garbage disposal available — carry out what you
bringin.

Children must be supervised.

Call 911 in case of emergency.

We wel come groups and organizations. Y ou may call to
arrange a guided tour of the Stone Church by contacting any
of the following organizations:

Friends of the Dover Sone Church
P.O. Box 1, Dover Plains, NY 12522

Town of Dover (845) 832-6111

Dutchess Land Conservancy
(845) 677-0300

The Dover Stone Church
Visitor's Guide

Welcome o“t'h'e
And the "Stone Church”
A remarkable geological and historical landmark located on
the
Stone Church Brook.

Enjoy a glimpse back into the early history of Eastern
Dutchess County and a site protected and preserved by
town residents
for you and future generations.

Route 22
Dover Plains, New York
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